
January 16, 2005: Deceptive Marketing in Medicine: 
 
A Florida base company, Axiom Worldwide, along with marketing affiliate Altadonna Communications and many 
of it’s customers have been deceptively marketing the DRX-9000 and professional services by implying that The 
National Aeronautics And Space Administration (NASA) has been instrumental and directly involved in the design 
and development of their product. They are touting the byline that this ‘discovery’ by NASA easily solves 86% of 
back and neck pain. 
 
Common headlines used on websites and “Free Reports”: 

  

 

“How An Accidental Discovery by NASA In Outer Space  
Quickly and Easily Solves 86% of Back & Neck Pain  
And the Breakthrough Medical Technology That’s Bringing It to You.” 
 

 
How Space Travel Cures Back And 
Neck Pain.  
The United States Space Exploration 
Program has had many intentions. Be 
the first to land on the moon, orbit the 
earth. Solving back and neck pain was 
not one of them. But that’s exactly what 
was discovered just over 10 years ago 
… completely by accident.  Here’s how: 
Over the years, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel – 
astronauts that left with back pain would 
come back without it. So NASA, did 
what they are good at …they 
investigated this new phenomenon. 
Here’s what they found: During the 
antigravity state of the mission there 
were decompressive forces on the 
intervertebral discs and back pain was 
relieved! 

 
These claims could not be further from the truth, and is actually opposite to the results reported by NASA.  
Studies released by the NASA Ames Research Center, Moffet Field, CA reveal that 68% of astronauts develop 
back pain during space flight. NASA reported that back pain is one of the most frequently occurring medical 
problems during spaceflight, and 14 of the 19 Shuttle crewmembers (studied) experienced back pain, which they 
described as dull (62%), localized to the lower back (50%), and with an intensity of 2 on a 5 point scale. 
 
Additionally, the claim “Quickly and Easily Solves 86% of Back & Neck Pain…”  when footnoted, mentions the 
only known DRX9000 study “Surgical Alternatives, Spinal Decompression”, Orthopedic Technology Review, Vol5 
No6, Nov/Dec 2003.  First off, the study did not include any neck pain patients. For low back pain the study does 
show 86% success rates, however, DRX marketers and providers fail to mention that the study provided 
interferential therapy – a major pain relief treatment – on every visit. Claiming the success rate was due solely to 
the DRX treatment is also deceptive. 
 
As these claims and advertising are exposed to the general public (and in particular, Medicare beneficiaries), 
health providers are cautioned to perform a thorough due diligence and review before retaining DRX affiliated 
marketing firms and using DRX provided sales materials. 
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Back pain is one of the most frequently occurring medical problems during space flight (1, 2). It 
has been reported by 68% of astronauts (3). The duration of pain varies from 14% to 100% of the 
flight, which may seriously jeopardize a crewmember’s performance on orbit. Many microgravity-
induced responses in humans, including total body height increase and back pain, have been 
studied in simulation using 6 degrees of head-down tilt (HDT) (4–7). 
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Astronauts often experience back pain during spaceflight. Retrospectively, Wing et al. (14) 
found that during spaceflight, 14 of 19 Shuttle crewmembers experienced back pain, which they 
described as dull (62%), localized to the lower back (50%), and with an intensity of 2 on a 5-point 
scale. Further, the spine lengthens 4-7 cm in microgravity. 
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